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THE SENATE
Tuesday, February 28, 2012

The Senate met at 2 p.m., the Speaker in the chair.

Prayers.

[Translation]

BUSINESS OF THE SENATE

Hon. Claude Carignan (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, there have been consultations among the
parties, and it has been agreed that photographers may be allowed
on the floor of the Senate for this afternoon’s meeting, so that
they may photograph the swearing-in of a new senator with as
little disruption as possible.

[English]

NEW SENATOR

The Hon. the Speaker: Honourable senators, I have the honour
to inform the Senate that the Clerk has received a certificate from
the Registrar General of Canada showing that Vernon Darryl
White has been summoned to the Senate.

INTRODUCTION

The Hon. the Speaker having informed the Senate that there
was a senator without, waiting to be introduced:

The following honourable senator was introduced; presented
Her Majesty’s writ of summons; took the oath prescribed by law,
which was administered by the Clerk; and was seated:

Hon. Vernon Darryl White, of Ottawa, Ontario, introduced
between Hon. Marjory LeBreton, P.C., and Hon. Michael L.
MacDonald.

The Hon. the Speaker informed the Senate that the honourable
senator named above had made and subscribed the declaration of
qualification required by the Constitution Act, 1867, in the
presence of the Clerk of the Senate, the Commissioner appointed
to receive and witness the said declaration.

® (1410)

SENATORS’ STATEMENTS

HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH I1
DIAMOND JUBILEE
Hon. Noél A. Kinsella: Honourable senators, I rise to report to

the Senate on the presentation of Diamond Jubilee greetings and
good wishes from honourable senators to Her Majesty the Queen.

Some Hon. Senators: Hear, hear!
[Translation]

A week ago, on Tuesday, February 21, 2012, I had the great
honour of being received in audience at Buckingham Palace. Her
Majesty expressed her deep appreciation and gratitude to
honourable senators for their warm and generous wishes on the
occasion of her diamond jubilee.

[English]

Honourable senators, it was indeed a high honour to be
received in audience by the Queen, who expressed her deep
appreciation and gratitude to honourable senators for your
generous and warm wishes on the occasion of Her Majesty’s
Diamond Jubilee. It is a pleasure to report that Queen Elizabeth
was in fine form and was actively engaged in the discussion. The
Queen knew that the diamond jubilee stained glass window had
been installed over the Senate entrance to the Centre Block of
Parliament and that the dedication ceremony had taken place.
After expressing her pleasure at the successful completion of this
project, Her Majesty commanded me to convey to all honourable
senators the high regard in which Her Majesty holds this
honourable house together with an assurance of Her Majesty’s
continuing benevolence.

[Translation)]

Her Majesty commanded me to convey to all honourable
senators assurances of her highest regard and continuing
benevolence.

[English]

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

CONGRATULATIONS ON INDUCTION
OF MR. GRAHAM DOWNEY
TO REV. DR. W.P. OLIVER WALL OF HONOUR

Hon. Terry M. Mercer: Honourable senators, February is Black
History Month, the time of year when we explore the history and
contributions that African Canadians have made to Canada
and to our society.

In Nova Scotia, we celebrate this as African Heritage Month.

Each year, the Black Cultural Society of Nova Scotia recognizes
someone who has made exceptional contributions to the
community. The Reverend Dr. W.P. Oliver Wall of Honour is
in memory of Reverend Dr. William Oliver, who has been
described as “Nova Scotia’s passionate defender of equality.” The
name should sound familiar; you may not know it, but Senator
Oliver is Dr. William Oliver’s half-brother.
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This past February 11, the Reverend Dr. W. P. Oliver Wall of
Honour was awarded to one Graham Downey. A long-time
friend and colleague, Graham was the first Black city alderman
in the history of Halifax, a position he was elected to for over
25 years. He also served as deputy mayor.

Indeed, his grandson, Jerome Downey, even ran for Halifax
Regional Municipal Council in 2008, the youngest candidate in
that election at 23.

You can see that politics and community service run deep in the
Downey family. A staunch defender of his community, municipal
leadership is not the only thing Graham is known for. He and his
brother Billy owned the famous Arrow’s Club in Halifax.

An Hon. Senator: Ever been there?
Senator Mercer: Yes, many times.

Billy was the recipient of the 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award
from the African Nova Scotian Music Association. Music and
culture also run deep in this family.

In the 1960s and 1970s, the Arrow’s Club was the place to be. It
was the place where Black Haligonians could gather to celebrate
their culture in a city where, as in so many others, segregation still
existed to a certain extent. Honourable senators, the Arrow’s
Club hosted such acts as Teddy Pendergrass, Ben E. King, and
Ike and Tina Turner, but also local musicians such as Gordon
and Harold Johnston, and Linda Carvery. I have spent a few
hours in the Arrow’s Club over the years with many of my friends
in the African Nova Scotian community, and the Downeys
made the place happen. They created a whole atmosphere of
entrepreneurship in the entertainment business for people in their
community.

Honourable senators, please join me in congratulating Graham
Downey for the honour that he has received from the Black
Cultural Society of Nova Scotia. We also add our gratitude
to Graham for his outstanding contribution to the African-
Canadian community, the City of Halifax, and all Nova Scotians.
Our sincere congratulations.

THE HONOURABLE VERNON WHITE
CONGRATULATIONS ON APPOINTMENT

Hon. Marjory LeBreton (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I rise today to welcome our newest
colleague, Senator Vernon White, who joins us here in the
upper chamber, representing the province of Ontario.

Senator White, best known to most of us as Chief White, is a
native of Cape Breton who has spent three decades in the service
of protecting Canadians from coast to coast to coast. Through his
vast experience and knowledge, Senator White brings to the
Senate of Canada a unique perspective on law enforcement.
During his tenure in the Yukon, the Northwest Territories, and
Nunavut with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Senator
White played an instrumental role in increasing the number of

Aboriginal police officers in northern communities, where day-to-
day policing, because of the diversity and uniqueness of the
population, is vastly different than in Canada’s biggest cities and
smallest towns.

Senator White’s tenure with the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police also took him to Halifax and later to Ottawa, where he
concluded this stage of his career as Assistant Commissioner for
Information and Identification.

Many would be satisfied with such a lengthy and celebrated
career in Canada’s national police force, but Senator White
certainly did not rest on those laurels. With an unrivaled work
ethic, which those of us fortunate enough to be citizens of Ottawa
can attest to very well, he was on to greater challenges and
increased responsibility. Senator White embarked on a new phase
of his career in law enforcement when he was named Chief of
the Durham Regional Police in 2005, a post he held until he was
recruited to take up the chief’s position in Ottawa. On
May 22, 2007, Vernon White was sworn in as police chief in
Canada’s capital, a position he held until he was summoned to the
Upper Chamber on the recommendation of Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, effective February 21.

During his long service in law enforcement, Senator White was
often a vocal proponent of many of our government’s initiatives
to make Canada a safer place for families, seniors, and those most
vulnerable.

o (1420)

Honourable senators, I am so pleased that Senator White will
bring his expertise and advice to the work we do here in this
chamber, playing a pivotal role in improving the lives of our
young people and the vulnerable, as I spoke of a moment ago,
while at the same time ensuring that the government’s important
reforms to the Canadian justice system continue to protect and
serve Canadians from coast to coast to coast.

It is my great honour to welcome you, Senator White, to the
upper chamber of Canada’s Parliament.

[Translation]

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

Hon. Andrée Champagne: Honourable senators, who among us
has not had the opportunity, at least once in their life, to enjoy
one of the many Cirque du Soleil shows?

Watching Cirque du Soleil’s spectacular performance at the
Oscars on Sunday, I nearly forgot that many Americans are still
discovering Cirque du Soleil and I was transported back 30 years.

In 1985 I had the honour of leading the department in charge of
International Youth Year, which had been proclaimed by the
United Nations. We had a very special program at the time that
helped young people find summer jobs and realize their dreams.

One of the applications we received was from a group in Baie-
Saint-Paul, Quebec. The group was preparing some shows to be
performed in Vancouver over the summer. They wanted to add
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some young people from the region to the existing troupe, in
order to introduce them to various disciplines in the circus world.
The program could not pay very much — just enough to allow the
company to hire a few young people. The hope was that some of
those young people would learn to love the circus life and become
active members of the troupe for years to come. The rest is
history, as they say, since Cirque du Soleil has achieved a level of
success that no one could have imagined in 1985.

As a token of thanks for this initial help from the federal
government — of course, more support followed over the years —
Cirque du Soleil sent me a quilted cotton vest in the Cirque’s own
colours and with its logo at the time. Believe it or not, I still have
that vest and still wear it with pride from time to time.

There was one other unforgettable moment at the Oscars that
night. Christopher Plummer, originally from Montreal, was
finally recognized by his peers after a remarkable career
spanning some 60 years. We can all be very proud of his
achievements.

Fortunately, actors are not subject to the same restrictions as
senators, or else Christopher Plummer, who is 82, would never
have won that Oscar.

Another extraordinary moment Sunday evening was the
coronation of The Artist, and its leading man, Jean Dujardin.
How did this French movie win all these awards?

Certain critics — among them Michel Drucker of Vivement
dimanche on TVS5 — said that it was easy to explain. In light of the
fact that it was a silent movie, it was not difficult to understand:
“When we French keep quiet, everyone likes us.”

THE LATE MR. PIERRE JUNEAU, O.C.

Hon. Marie-P. Poulin: Honourable senators, sadly, last week
Canada lost one of the greatest promoters of Canadian culture
that our country has ever known. Pierre Juneau passed away after
a remarkable career, serving as president of the CBC, where I had
the honour of working with him, and also at the CRTC and
the NFB.

Pierre Juneau was more than just a talented administrator.
Above all, he was a passionate champion of Canadian identity,
Canada’s cultural and artistic expression, and the role of public
broadcasting in developing Canadian talent and bringing it to the
people. Honourable senators, we are indebted to Pierre Juneau
for instilling in Canadians the pride that burns in us today.

Pierre Juneau understood long before others that Canadian
unity requires that we promote our cultural identity, in French
and in English, with complete respect for the heritage of the First
Nations.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the music industry
recognized his important contribution by naming the Juno
awards after him in 1971.

[ Senator Champagne ]

The challenge of Canadian content in the media, which he
articulated in his 1972 address to the Empire Club, long before the
Internet era, remains just as true and prophetic today. He said:

[English]

To preserve and develop our ability to create and produce
our own imagery is something we simply cannot do without.
To enable ourselves to see everything, including ourselves,
through our own eyes and our own systems of production
and diffusion, will require a long and persevering effort.

[Translation]

Indeed, Pierre Juneau met that challenge and his efforts paid
off. His vigilance is still needed today.

Honourable senators, Pierre Juneau had other passions that
were not as widely known, which I got to see when he was my
boss and mentor at the CBC. In addition to being a talented
tennis player, he was tenacious and consistent, both in his
sporting endeavours and in his leadership. He had the courage of
his convictions.

Pierre Juneau was also a father and a very devoted family man.
He thought Canada should be the aggregate of the values that our
own families stand for. The values of goodness and justice should
prevail in family life and in Canadian society. Pierre Juneau was
good and just in both.

He will be deeply missed. To his wife, Fernande Juneau, to his
children, André, Martin, Isabelle and their families, I offer my
sincere condolences.

Honourable senators, dear colleagues, every time I see a
television show that talks about us, every time a Canadian
artist or film achieves success abroad, I will thank Pierre Juneau
for his leadership, which, again, helped make me even prouder to
be Canadian.

[English]

MS. SHARMEEN OBAID-CHINOY
CONGRATULATIONS ON ACADEMY AWARD

Hon. Salma Ataullahjan: Honourable senators, today I want to
celebrate the achievement of a Canadian who has been
overlooked amongst our nation’s Academy Award winners.

Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy, a dual citizen of Canada and
Pakistan, won the Oscar on Sunday for best documentary,
short subject. Her film, Saving Face, which she co-directed and
co-produced along with American filmmaker Daniel Junge,
chronicles women who have been victims of acid attacks in
Pakistan and the plastic surgeon working to help them. This is a
critical issue, as 70 per cent of acid attack victims are women
under 18 years of age.

While the subject of her documentary is a tragic one, and one
that is not unique to Pakistan, Ms. Obaid-Chinoy asserts that she
centres on the victory, not the loss, associated with this issue. Her
film focuses on the heroes who help those in need and the dignity
of the victims who cope with their disfigurements.
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For her, the most memorable moment of the film occurs when
the lead character gives birth to a boy and decides to name him
after the doctor who treated her rather than the husband who is
her attacker. She wants her son to grow up with the doctor as his
role model, instead of his own father.

Ms. Obaid-Chinoy, a renowned journalist and filmmaker who
has written for newspapers in Canada and the United States,
also received an Emmy Award in 2010. Amongst her work is a
documentary, Highway of Tears, which examines Aboriginal
women in Canada who have gone missing along British
Columbia’s Highway 16.

In her Oscar acceptance speech, Ms. Obaid-Chinoy dedicated
her award to “all the women in Pakistan who are working for
change.” 1 too have experienced this first-hand. It is truly the
women of Pakistan who are transforming the nation and
promoting a positive image of the country.

I hope you will join me in praising Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy as
one of those women. Congratulations on winning Pakistan’s first
ever Academy Award and for bringing a noteworthy Oscar to
Canada.

® (1430)

ORGAN DONATION

Hon. Catherine S. Callbeck: Honourable senators, earlier this
month, the Canadian Institute for Health Information released a
report showing that the need for donated organs is far higher than
the number of Canadians who choose to donate. In fact, the
number of donations for 2010 was the same as in 2006. Though
more than 1,000 living and deceased individuals made organ
donations in 2010, about 4,500 people were left on waiting lists.
Sadly, 229 died while waiting.

The possibility that more deaths will result from a stagnant
donation rate is a real concern. For example, the vast majority of
people on the list are waiting for a kidney. The report notes that
the number of patients diagnosed with kidney failure has more
than doubled since 1991. It is expected that this number will keep
increasing. As rates of conditions like high blood pressure and
diabetes go up, more kidneys will be needed than ever.

Luckily, the campaign to have more Canadians sign up to be
organ donors has seen some recent success. In January, a young
Ontario woman awaiting a double lung transplant, Helene
Campbell, challenged singer Justin Bieber to support organ and
blood donation. He did, and Ontario’s Trillium Gift of Life
Network saw a rush of people registering online to be organ
donors. Ms. Campbell continued her campaign with an
appearance on The Ellen DeGeneres Show less than two weeks
ago. I wish her success, both for her health and for her mission to
increase organ donations.

Honourable senators, I would like to encourage everyone to be
an organ donor. Depending on the rules in your province, you can
simply sign an organ donor card or have your desire to donate
indicated on your health card or driver’s licence. Please discuss
your wishes with your family. In many provinces, the family’s
consent is required for organ donation.

Finally, I would like to thank all of those Canadians who have
already taken the steps necessary to be an organ donor. Your
compassion and remarkable generosity will offer hope to the
thousands of your fellow Canadians who are waiting for a
transplant.

CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS TO CHINA

Hon. JoAnne L. Buth: Honourable senators, with a population
of 1.3 billion on a land area smaller than that of Canada, the
country of China is an important market for Canadian
agricultural products. In 2010, agricultural exports to China
were valued at $2.6 billion. As the income and disposable wealth
of Chinese consumers increases, the consumption of vegetable oil
and meat will continue to rise, resulting in a growing market for
Canadian products.

I recently travelled to China with Agriculture Minister Gerry
Ritz. This was not an entirely new experience for me, as in my
previous work in the canola industry I had been to China many
times on market development and market access issues. This
mission reconfirmed the importance of the Canadian
government’s continuing efforts to strengthen the relationships
with the Chinese government to support our businesses. China is
a remarkable country filled with many opportunities, and Canada
needs to be front and centre to continue to grow our trade,
thereby creating more jobs for Canadians.

Canadian farmers and ranchers produce the best products in
the world, but with our relatively small population in Canada we
cannot consume it all. As an example, over 90 per cent of grain
and oilseed products are exported. Market opportunities are
critical to the continued success of our farmers and our
agricultural industry. Match China’s demand with Canadian
production and our need for export markets, and we see
tremendous opportunity. Demand from China brings more
global market competition, resulting in better price stability and
better prices for farmers, ranchers and the entire agricultural
value chain. The Government of Canada initiatives in developing
new demand and addressing trade barriers are key to the
profitability of all sectors of the agriculture industry.

Based on his efforts in market development and market access
issues, Minister Ritz was able to make several important
announcements in China. These included market access for beef
tallow, more detailed and technical discussions on access for
beef and dairy cattle, and increased trade in canola meal and
swine genetics. This additional opportunity could exceed
$350 million annually, putting more dollars into farmers’ and
ranchers’ pockets.

Honourable senators, the nature of business and trade is about
relationships. As agriculture businesses look to increasing global
demand, the improved relationships between Canada and China,
which have been cultured by the Prime Minister and Minister
Ritz, will ensure that Canada is poised to meet China’s demand
for safe, top-quality food and food products, supporting farmers,
ranchers, jobs at home and a stronger Canadian economy.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
MR. DANIEL GRAFTON HILL, O.C., O.ONT.

Hon. Art Eggleton: Honourable senators, as Black History
Month draws to a close, I draw your attention to the life and
contributions of Daniel Grafton Hill — Dan Hill, as I knew him.
He was a human rights advocate, sociologist, public servant and a
Canadian Black historian. He was born in 1923 and raised in the
western United States. He graduated from Howard University in
Washington, D.C., in 1949.

After taking a year to study abroad in Norway, where he was
free to move about and associate with whomever he wanted,
Mr. Hill decided he could no longer accept the racial segregation
found in his own country. In 1950, he came to Canada, studied
sociology at the University of Toronto and went on to obtain his
master’s degree and PhD.

Dan Hill became a researcher for the Social Planning Council of
Toronto and Executive Secretary of the North York Social
Planning Council. He also lectured at the University of Toronto.
With his PhD in sociology and a decade of experience as an
activist in civil rights, he became the first Director of the Ontario
Human Rights Commission.

In 1984, he was appointed Ontario Ombudsman. While there,
he created crucial outreach programs for traditionally excluded
groups, particularly for Canada’s Aboriginal people. Following
his retirement in 1989, he became a member of the Canadian
Human Rights Tribunal.

Mr. Hill also held a number of advisory positions during this
time, including Adviser to the President of the University of
Toronto on Human Rights and Civil Liberties and Adviser to the
Toronto Mayor’s Committee on Community and Race Relations.
I had the great opportunity to have his advice and friendship over
many years.

Already a noted authority, Mr. Hill became an accomplished
author by writing a series of articles about the history of Blacks in
Canada. As a founding member of the Ontario Black History
Society, he wrote his best known publication, the 1981 book,
The Freedom Seekers, Blacks in Early Canada, which was
approved as a curriculum for high schools in various Canadian
provinces.

Dan Hill passed away in 2003. He left two notable sons: Dan
Hill, singer and songwriter; and Lawrence Hill, noted author.
However, his legacy can be seen in all that he accomplished. He,
himself, said it this way:

.. we have not yet reached the promised land of the just
society. . . . But that is no reason to abate our efforts. There
is simply too much at stake. From the hindsight of history,
one lesson is very clear-so long as the rights of even one are
abused, abridged or abrogated-then the freedom of all is in
peril. . . .

Thank you, Dan Hill.

[Translation]

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

THE ESTIMATES, 2011-12
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (C) TABLED

Hon. Claude Carignan (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I have the honour of tabling, in both
official languages, Supplementary Estimates (C) for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2012.

[English]

THE ESTIMATES, 2012-13
PARTS I AND II TABLED

Hon. Claude Carignan (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I have the honour to table, in both official
languages, Parts I and II of the 2012-13 Estimates for the fiscal
year ending March 31, 2013.

[Translation]

LABOUR

CANADIAN ARTISTS AND PRODUCERS
PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS TRIBUNAL—
2010-11 ANNUAL REPORT TABLED

Hon. Claude Carignan (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I have the honour of tabling, in both
official languages, the annual report of the Canadian Artists and
Producers Professional Relations Tribunal for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2011.

o (1440)

[English]

SAFE STREETS AND COMMUNITIES BILL

NINTH REPORT OF LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE PRESENTED

Hon. Hon. John D. Wallace, Chair of the Standing Senate
Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs, presented the
following report:

Tuesday, February 28, 2012

The Standing Senate Committee on Legal and
Constitutional Affairs has the honour to present its

NINTH REPORT

Your committee, to which was referred Bill C-10, An
Act to enact the Justice for Victims of Terrorism Act and
to amend the State Immunity Act, the Criminal Code, the
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, the Corrections and
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Conditional Release Act, the Youth Criminal Justice Act,
the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and other
Acts, has, in obedience to the order of reference of Friday,
December 16, 2011, examined the said Bill and now reports
the same with the following amendments:

1. Clause 2, page 3:
(a) Replace line 26 with the following:

“(a) any listed entity, or foreign state whose
immunity is lifted under section 6.1 of the Srate
Immunity Act, or other person that”; and

(b) Replace line 29 with the following:

“(b) a foreign state whose immunity is lifted under
section 6.1 of the State Immunity Act, or listed
entity or other”.

2. New clause 3.1, page 5: Add before line 10 the
following:

“3.1 Section 2 of the Act is amended by adding the
following in alphabetical order:

“terrorist activity” in respect of a foreign state has
the same meaning as in subsection 83.01(1) of the
Criminal Code, provided that a foreign state set out
on the list referred to in subsection 6.1(2) does the
act or omission on or after January 1, 1985.”.

3. Clause 5, page 7: Add after line 8 the following:

“(11) Where a court of competent jurisdiction has
determined that a foreign state, set out on the list in
subsection (2), has supported terrorism, that foreign
state is also not immune from the jurisdiction of a
court in proceedings against it that relate to terrorist
activity by the state.”.

4. Clause 6, page 7: Replace line 15 with the following:

“that foreign state for its support of terrorism or its
terrorist activity.”.

S. Clause 7, page 7:
(a) Replace line 22 with the following:

“used by it to support terrorism or engage in
terrorist activity;”; and

(b) Replace line 31 with the following:

“support of terrorism or its terrorist activity and to
property other”.

6. Clause 9, page 8: Replace line 32 with the following:

“that foreign state for its support of terrorism or its
terrorist activity.”.

Your committee has also made certain observations,
which are appended to this report.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN D. WALLACE
Chair

(For text of observations, see today’s Journals of the Senate,
p. 905.)

The Hon. the Speaker: Honourable senators, when shall this
report be taken into consideration?

(On motion of Senator Wallace, report placed on the Orders of
the Day for consideration at the next sitting of the Senate.)

[Translation)

THE ESTIMATES, 2011-12

NOTICE OF MOTION TO AUTHORIZE
NATIONAL FINANCE COMMITTEE TO STUDY
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (C)

Hon. Claude Carignan (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I give notice that, later this day, 1 will
move:

That the Standing Senate Committee on National
Finance be authorized to examine and report upon the
expenditures set out in the Supplementary Estimates (C) for
the fiscal year ending March 31, 2012.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is leave granted, honourable senators?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.

THE ESTIMATES, 2012-13

NOTICE OF MOTION TO AUTHORIZE
NATIONAL FINANCE COMMITTEE
TO STUDY MAIN ESTIMATES

Hon. Claude Carignan (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, 1 give notice that, later this day, I will
move:

That the Standing Senate Committee on National
Finance be authorized to examine and report upon the
expenditures set out in the Estimates for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2013, with the exception of Parliament
Vote 10.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is leave granted, honourable senators?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.
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NOTICE OF MOTION TO AUTHORIZE
JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY
OF PARLIAMENT TO STUDY VOTE 10

Hon. Claude Carignan (Deputy Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, I give notice that, later this day, I will
move:

That the Standing Joint Committee on the Library of
Parliament be authorized to examine and report upon the
expenditures set out in Parliament Vote 10 of the Main
Estimates for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2013; and

That a message be sent to the House of Commons to
acquaint that House accordingly.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is leave granted, honourable senators?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.

L’ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE
DE LA FRANCOPHONIE

SEMINAR ON “TAKING LEGISLATIVE ACTION
TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS”,
MARCH 30-APRIL 1, 2011—REPORT TABLED

Hon. Rose-Marie Losier-Cool: Honourable senators, I have
the honour to table, in both official languages, the report of
the Canadian branch of the Assemblée Parlementaire de la
Francophonie (APF) respecting its participation at the seminar,
“Taking Legislative Action to End Violence Against Women and
Girls”, organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the
National Assembly of Burkina Faso, held from March 30 to
April 1, 2011, in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

MEETINGS OF THE COOPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND
THE PARLIAMENTARY NETWORK FOR THE FIGHT
AGAINST HIV/AIDS, MAY 23-27, 201 1—REPORT TABLED

Hon. Rose-Marie Losier-Cool: Honourable senators, I have the
honour to table, in both official languages, the report of the
Canadian branch of the Assemblée Parlementaire de la
Francophonie (APF) respecting its participation at the meeting
of the Cooperation and Development Committee and the meeting
of the Parliamentary network for the fight against HIV/AIDS,
held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, from May 23 to 27, 2011.

SEMINAR ON THE ROLES OF WOMEN IN POLITICAL,
CIVIL AND FAMILY LIFE AND ON IMPLEMENTING
THE APF’S CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF

ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN,

OCTOBER 26-27, 2011—REPORT TABLED

Hon. Rose-Marie Losier-Cool: Honourable senators, I have the
honour to table, in both official languages, the report of
the Canadian Parliamentary Delegation of the Assemblée
Parlementaire de la Francophonie (APF) respecting its

participation at the seminar on the roles of women in political,
civil and family life, and on implementing the APF Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women, held in Budapest, Hungary, from October 26 to 27,
2011.

NATIONAL FINANCE

NOTICE OF MOTION TO AUTHORIZE
COMMITTEE TO MEET DURING SITTINGS
AND ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE

Hon. Joseph A. Day: Honourable senators, with leave of the
Senate and notwithstanding rule 58(1)(a), I give notice that, later
this day, I will move:

That, until March 31, 2012, for the purposes of any study
of a bill, the subject matter of a bill or estimates, the
Standing Senate Committee on National Finance:

a) have power to sit even though the Senate may then be
sitting, with the application of rule 95(4) being
suspended in relation thereto; and

b) be authorized, pursuant to rule 95(3)(a), to sit from
Monday to Friday, even though the Senate may then
be adjourned for a period exceeding one week.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is leave granted, honourable senators?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.

[English]
QUESTION PERIOD

HUMAN RESOURCES AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
JOB BANK

Hon. Catherine S. Callbeck: Honourable senators, my question
is directed to the Leader of the Government in the Senate. Nearly
one and a half million Canadians are out of work. Many of these
Canadians use the federal government’s Job Bank, which is an
electronic listing of jobs provided by employers all across the
country. However, when one attempts to use Job Bank now, one
gets this message:

Job Bank and Job Bank for Employers are currently
unavailable due to technical difficulties.

That website has been out of service for at least 10 days. Why
has it taken so long to repair a much-needed resource for the
unemployed?

Hon. Marjory LeBreton (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, 1 thank the honourable senator for
bringing this matter to my attention. I do not know what has
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caused the interruption of service of the Job Bank call centre.
I will take the honourable senator’s question as notice. I will
attempt to ascertain as soon as possible the reason for this and
when we might expect it to be up and running again.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
ON CLUSTER MUNITIONS

Hon Elizabeth Hubley: Honourable senators, my question is for
the Leader of the Government in the Senate. I was pleased to see
that on Wednesday, February 15 the government tabled a copy of
the Convention on Cluster Munitions and an explanatory
memorandum in the other place. This is the first step toward
ratification of the treaty and I look forward to finally seeing the
legislation to that effect.

I am especially interested in seeing how the government will
interpret Article 21 of the convention. Article 21 is important
because it outlines military interoperability provisions between
states that have ratified the convention and those that have not.

When negotiating the treaty, Canada worked hard with other
like-minded states to ensure that Article 21 would achieve a high
humanitarian standard while at the same time allowing Canada
and participating allies to engage in joint military operations with
allies not party to the convention, namely, the United States.

Can the leader provide us with some assurance that, when this
legislation is tabled, Article 21 will be interpreted according to the
highest humanitarian standards and will not undermine Canada’s
commitment to the principles of the convention?

Hon. Marjory LeBreton (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, our government participated actively in
the negotiations on the Convention on Cluster Munitions. We
were very pleased to be among the first countries to sign the
convention in Oslo in December 2008. Canada believes the
convention is an important tool to protect civilians against
the use of cluster munitions. Preparations are well under way for
ratification. As the honourable senator pointed out, this treaty
was tabled in the House of Commons on February 15.

In order to fully ratify the treaty, legislation is required. We
expect and hope that this legislation will be introduced very soon.

o (1450)

[Translation]

CANADIAN HERITAGE
COMMEMORATION OF THE WAR OF 1812

Hon. Roméo Antonius Dallaire: Honourable senators, my
question is for the Leader of the Government in the Senate. We
recently had the pleasure of attending Winterlude ceremonies and
activities in Ottawa and at Jacques Cartier Park on the other side
of the river.

Some of the “Stand on Guard for Canada” activities
commemorated the 200th anniversary of the War of 1812. It is
appropriate that we teach our youth about our history and the
sacrifices made to protect our country.

However, I found it difficult to accept that weapons were put in
the hands of children to have them reflect on how Canada was
defended. Even when we have open door days on our military
bases, we never put weapons in the hands of children. We do not
allow them to play, as Mr. Trépanier said, cowboys and Indians.
We refuse to do so. Furthermore, we signed the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement
of Children in Armed Conflict, which states that children under
18 should not bear arms.

Will this type of commemoration be repeated when we celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the First World War?

[English]

Hon. Marjory LeBreton (Leader of the Government): Our
history is our history, and the War of 1812, for those of us who —

An Hon. Senator: Were there?

Senator LeBreton: Practically. Actually, Captain John Le
Breton, founder of LeBreton Flats, served for the British in
Lundy’s Lane, as I recall. I do not know the exact circumstances of
the incident that the honourable senator describes, but I do know
that the commemoration of the War of 1812 is a very important
part of Canada’s history. It defined Canada at the beginning of
what we now know as Canada. I know there are re-enactment
ceremonies taking place, especially in areas where various parts of
the War of 1812 were fought. I have been at re-enactment
ceremonies in Prescott, Ontario, at Fort Wellington. There were
many people involved, including young people. I would suggest to
the honourable senator that having our young people participate in
a re-enactment ceremony of part of our history is hardly in line
with any fears about arming or promoting weapons use by our
children.

[Translation]

Senator Dallaire: I fully support teaching our history to young
people. Disciplined force must be used at times by soldiers who
have to fight to defend our country. However, there is a difference
between that and having a kiosk where kids as young as 9, 10 or
12 years old can play with weapons, aiming them at one another
and so on. Furthermore, the person in charge of the activity says,
“It’s no big deal; we have all played cowboys and Indians.”
However, when we played cowboys and Indians, it was the
cowboys against the Indians, and during the War of 1812, the
Indians, the First Nations people, were our allies. Without them,
we would have lost the war.

Can you assure us that greater tact will be used during future
commemorations, that weapons will not be put in the hands of
children in order to let them play soldier. Soldiers, incidentally,
have a very serious duty to defend our country, a completely
different role in which we do not want to involve our children at
such a young age.
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[English]

Senator LeBreton: I appreciate the honourable senator’s concern
in this regard, but we are talking about an important part of
Canadian history. Certainly no one would equate re-enactment
ceremonies, or any part of our history, with somehow tainting the
minds of our young people in teaching them our history. I was
listening to the honourable senator’s preamble to his question.
Right now, in society, we have video games that are extremely
aggressive and dangerous. Our children — and this is only a
personal point of view — are learning absolutely nothing from
that.

I do not know exactly what the display was in Jacques Cartier
Park, but I do know there is a great deal of interest, and there
should be. I do not think Canadians know enough about our
history. I know when I went to school, which was a long time ago,
history happened to be one of my better subjects. Thank God,
I was not judged on my mathematical skills. In any event, I do
not believe teaching our young people and giving them
information on an important milestone in Canadian history is
in any way contributing to a future situation where they may
determine that the use of firearms and guns is something they
would want to pursue.

Senator Dallaire: I am not sure if we are losing something in the
exchange here. This was not a commemoration process where we
have historically seen people re-enact things in a structured way.

This was one of the most pejorative pedagogical tools
imaginable to represent the history of this country by putting
the semblance of weapons in the hands of children, having them
shoot each other in a sort of game, and saying they are learning
history. I would request that in the processes of the future, in
commemoration, we do not need that perverse pedagogical tool
to educate our youth about the sacrifices needed to keep this
country free, sacrifices that we have had in the past, and to
educate them on that process.

As she is preparing all these commemorations, one of them
which my father-in-law commanded — the regiment that fought
at Chéteauguay in 1813 and has a strong history — I would like
to request that the leader look into the events being planned and
that we do not go that route anymore, please.

Senator LeBreton: 1 have great respect for the honourable
senator’s views, but I must strongly disagree with the premise of
his question. Our history is our history. I do not have specific
details about the display or whatever it was they had at Jacques
Cartier Park, but our history is our history. Can you imagine, as
we are trying to teach the history of our country and the sacrifices
made by Canadians in World War I, World War II, the Korean
conflict and elsewhere, if we somehow did not also point out the
tools that were used? The War Museum on LeBreton Flats would
be an empty cavern if we could not teach our children. By the
way, there is also a great history display on the War of 1812 in
the War Museum.

I totally disagree with the premise of the honourable senator’s
question and his remark. I do not believe that we can rewrite
history. History is history, and people have to understand all of
the aspects of history: the good, the bad, and the ugly.

Senator Dallaire: We are not arguing about the history; we are
arguing about how we are teaching it and how we are subsidizing
those who are teaching it, that is to say, that event. In our history,
12—year-olds did not fight in the War of 1812. Nine year olds did
not fight. In fact, they suffered because of the fighting. There is no
link between children being armed and our history. In fact, there
is no link in any sort of responsible pedagogical method of
educating people with having them use weapons to play with in
order to understand what happened.

e (1500)

By the way, in the Canadian War Museum, no one plays with
those weapons. They observe them, they are shown what they can
do, and they are educated on that in a structured way. Yes, we
have to explain what happens. However, we do it in a fashion that
is respectful of the education processes that we have in this
country and that shows the respect we have for those who really
have to carry those weapons and use them against other human
beings.

Senator LeBreton: Honourable senators, I guess we will just
have to agree to disagree. Again, as I mentioned, I am not familiar
with how the display was presented or how people participated in
it. I take the honourable senator’s word for it. To me, we are not
poisoning the minds of our young. We are not teaching them to
be aggressive. We are simply using history to teach our young
people what transpired and what made this country great. The
War of 1812 happens to be a part of that history.

COMMEMORATION OF HISTORICAL EVENTS

Hon. Percy E. Downe: Honourable senators, I heard Senator
LeBreton talking about how “our history is our history.” I
wonder if she could advise whether the Government of Canada
will be funding any celebration of General Wolfe’s victory at the
Plains of Abraham.

Hon. Marjory LeBreton (Leader of the Government):
Honourable senators, we are talking about the War of 1812.
We are talking about seminal moments in Canadian history. I will
not respond to the question. I will simply take it as notice.

Senator Downe: Our history is our history. I would assume the
minister is certainly not trying to rewrite that historical event. If
one is funding commemorations, one cannot be selective in
funding some but not others. Can the leader find out if the
government intends to fund it?

Senator LeBreton: Actually, our history is our history. I am well
familiar with the event in history that the honourable senator
cites. I did learn about it in our history books, but I have no
further comment. I will simply take the question as notice.

An Hon. Senator: Introduce a motion.

Senator Downe: Honourable senators, the leader indicated that
part of the problem was that younger Canadians are not aware of
their history, unlike when she attended school. By funding events
across Canada, we are making Canadians aware. Is this one of the
events the government will fund?
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Senator LeBreton: I do know — and my colleague Senator
Verner was a crucial part of this — that the four hundredth
anniversary celebration of Quebec City was funded by the
government, and it was very well attended. I think it
contributed greatly to Canadians’ knowledge of the important
role played in the founding of our nation by the province of
Quebec and also the history of that great city, Quebec City.
Senator Verner was one of the people who was instrumental in
making sure that event happened, and that was part of our
history.

With regard to the specific question, as I mentioned, I will take
it as notice.

Senator Downe: I am glad Senator LeBreton raised the
four hundredth anniversary of Quebec because I, too, think
it was a wonderful event. I congratulate everyone involved in it.
I understand that the Government of Canada spent $120 million
on the four hundredth anniversary of celebration of Quebec.

For the four hundredth anniversary of Cupids in
Newfoundland and Labrador, the Government of Canada spent
over $4 million, which worked out to over $5,400 per person,
given the size of Cupids at 790 people.

I am wondering what Prince Edward Islanders can expect for
the one hundred fiftieth anniversary celebration of the 1864
conference.

Senator LeBreton: Honourable senators, I remember all of the
representations from our colleagues from Newfoundland and
Labrador about the great event in Cupids. [ hope the honourable
senator is not suggesting that the government should not have
marked that great event. That is what I took from his comments.
In any event, he seems to be obsessed with the fact that we
marked that wonderful occasion, and all of the celebrations that
were undertaken in observation of the four hundredth
anniversary of Quebec City are a matter of public record.

I have not been party to any discussions, honourable senators.
I know in the past there have been great celebrations in regard to
the different events in Charlottetown, so I will simply take that
question as notice.

Senator Downe: Honourable senators, the leader is absolutely
wrong about my interpretation of the Cupids commemoration.
I am delighted that they had the funding. I am delighted they had
a per capita funding of $5,400, and I hope that will be the
standard that Prince Edward Island will get, although I am not
sure it will be.

I wonder if the minister will advise us, preferably in writing,
with respect to the one hundred fiftieth anniversary of the 1864
conference that led to the founding of this country — nothing
could be more historical — what level of funding Prince Edward
Island can expect, so it can get the planning under way for the
celebration in 2014.

Senator LeBreton: 1 thank the honourable senator for the
question. I will take it as notice.

Hon. Grant Mitchell: Honourable senators, if our history is our
history, then I wonder whether the Leader of the Government
could tell us why her government has not allocated anything
whatsoever to the recognition of the thirtieth anniversary of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, for which, we all
know, many Canadian men and women have been fighting and
dying for in places like Afghanistan. It is relevant to the core
tenets of our democracy and rights and should, in fact, be elevated
for every child across this country.

Hon. Marjory LeBreton (Leader of the Government): I guess we
will have to celebrate the first, tenth, twentieth, thirtieth, fortieth
and fiftieth anniversary of your birthday, Senator Mitchell. The
fact of the matter is that historical events are usually celebrated
after a considerable passing of time, not 30 years.

DELAYED ANSWERS TO ORAL QUESTIONS

Hon. Claude Carignan: Honourable senators, I have the honour
to table the answer to the oral question asked by the Honourable
Senator Tardif on February 2, 2012, concerning the appointment
of the Canada Post arbitrator.

[Translation]

Honourable senators, I have the honour to table the answer to
the oral question asked by the Honourable Senator Dawson on
February 8, 2012, concerning bilingual services.

[English]

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

SECOND-LANGUAGE TRAINING—
LINGUISTIC DUALITY

(Response to question raised by Hon. Claudette Tardif on
February 2, 2012)

On June 26, 2011, Bill C-6, An Act to provide for the
resumption and continuation of postal services (Act) received
Royal Assent. The Act ended the work stoppage affecting
Canada Post Corporation and the Canadian Union of
Postal Workers (CUPW) and sent outstanding issues to
arbitration.

On July 22, 2011, the Honourable Justice Coulter A.
Osborne was appointed as arbitrator pursuant to the Act.
On August 18, 2011, CUPW filed an application with the
Federal Court challenging the appointment of the
Honourable Justice Coulter A. Osborne.

On October 20, 2011, the Federal Court stayed the
proceedings of the arbitration between Canada Post and
CUPW until the Court decides on CUPW’s challenge of his
appointment. On November 1, 2011, the Honourable
Justice Coulter A. Osborne resigned from his position as
arbitrator in the dispute.

On January 27, 2012, the Federal Court ruled on the
appointment of the Honourable Coulter A. Osborne despite
the fact that he had resigned from his appointment. The
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Court acknowledge that the point was “moot” but
nonetheless assessed that the person to be appointed as
arbitrator in this dispute should possess, among other
things, a certain recognized experience in labour relations
and be bilingual.

The Government of Canada is currently reviewing the
decision. The process to appoint a new arbitrator is
underway. The parties are meeting with one another in an
effort to try and select of an arbitrator that would be
agreeable to both parties.

Once appointed, the arbitrator will be responsible for
settling the labour dispute between the parties and imposing
a new collective agreement. The arbitrator will have 90 days
following his/her appointment to render his/her decision as
required by the legislation, unless an extension is provided.

[Translation]

FISHERIES AND OCEANS

COAST GUARD—RESCUE COORDINATION CENTRES—
BILINGUAL SERVICES

(Response to question raised by Hon. Dennis Dawson on
February 8, 2012)

Fisheries and Oceans Canada is dedicated to ensuring
that timely and appropriate maritime search and rescue
coordination and response operations are available to all
Canadians. This includes mariners in Quebec.

The decision to consolidate the search and rescue
coordination services currently provided by the Sub-Centre
in Québec City, Quebec with those of the Joint Rescue
Coordination Centres in Halifax, Nova Scotia and Trenton,
Ontario will not affect marine safety.

The primary purpose of this consolidation is to improve
the efficiency of maritime search and rescue coordination
services by locating Canadian Coast Guard and Canadian
Forces search and rescue coordinators in the same centres,
enabling air and marine search and rescue coordinators to
share knowledge and resources. Maritime safety will
continue to be the number one priority of the Canadian
Coast Guard and we recognize the critical importance of
these safety services to Canadians.

A consolidation team, made up of staff from both the
Coast Guard and the Department of National Defence, is in
place to ensure that Halifax and Trenton have sufficient
capacity and capability to effect consolidation. This includes
training new coordinators and transferring local procedures
and practices into the Joint Rescue Coordination Centres of
Halifax and Trenton.

This consolidation will not diminish search and rescue
coordination nor response resources in Quebec and will
have no impact on the safety of seafarers.

[ Senator Carignan ]

Existing Coast Guard search and rescue service standards
will be maintained, including marine expertise, local
knowledge and provision of services in both official
languages. Training will be conducted to ensure the proper
levels of service are established and maintained in both the
Halifax and Trenton centres, while bilingual capacity will be
increased above the levels currently in place at both Halifax
and Trenton.

Just as local knowledge is present in search and rescue
coordinators, local knowledge is also present in the crews of
Coast Guard vessels and staff of the Marine Communications
and Traffic Services Centres, all of whom are points of
contact for mariners in distress. Canadian Coast Guard
officers, helicopters and vessels will continue to provide
search and rescue coverage in Quebec.

[English]

ORDERS OF THE DAY

CRIMINAL CODE
FIREARMS ACT

BILL TO AMEND—SECOND READING—
DEBATE ADJOURNED

Hon. Daniel Lang moved second reading of Bill C-19, An Act to
amend the Criminal Code and the Firearms Act.

He said: Honourable senators, I rise today to speak to Bill C-19,
entitled, Ending the Long-gun Registry Act.

I would like to begin with a quote from the poet George
Santayana. He said that those who do not learn from history are
doomed to repeat it. Allow me to explain.

Ninety-three years ago, the Canadian Parliament enacted gun
control legislation requiring gun owners to obtain a permit for
all firearms, including small arms, rifles and shotguns. A year
later, this requirement was repealed. I refer to the debates of
May 6, 1921, when then Minister of Justice Charles Doherty
stated:

There has been very general representation that the existing
law operated too rigorously, lent itself to abuses and
subjected citizens to unnecessary annoyance.

e (1510)

Honourable senators, we find ourselves here today dealing with
a situation of remarkable similarity, this time taking 17 years to
reverse a law that proved just as unnecessary and annoying.

Eliminating the long-gun registry is truly a historic occasion,
and the debate before us goes much deeper than the registry
itself. Today, our Parliament is sending a message of trust to law-
abiding long-gun owners, and they have finally been vindicated.
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Honourable senators, it is important to stress that the
legislation before you for your consideration is the result of
the decision made by Canadians on May 2 of last year. I only
have to point to my region, the constituency of Yukon. When the
writ was dropped last spring, all the pollsters had the political
landscape of Yukon painted the colour red. Over the course of the
campaign, the elimination of the long-gun registry was one of the
central election issues. On election night, the political landscape of
Yukon turned blue. As we all know, this was the case in many
ridings across Canada.

The long-gun registry has proven to be a complete waste of
taxpayers’ money. When this legislation was introduced as part
of Bill C-68, former Minister of Justice Allan Rock had this to
say about the cost of the bill:

We say that it will cost $85 million.

Former Senator Jean-Louis Roux spoke in our own chamber,
supporting the figure of $85 million and denying the claims of
critics that the cost of setting up the registration system would be
in the range of $500 million to $1.5 billion.

Honourable senators, time has shown that it was even worse
than this. According to the CBC, by 2004 the registry had already
cost the Canadian taxpayer $2 billion.

During the course of the study of the long-gun registry,
evidence in the other place has clearly indicated its ineffectiveness.
There is no evidence that the tragedy of suicides and homicides
would be affected by the discontinuation of the long-gun registry.

It is also important to bring to the attention of senators that it
has been reported that the data contained in the registry is
inaccurate, with error rates between 43 per cent and 90 per cent.
Furthermore, throughout its entire 17 years of existence, there has
never been an individual who has successfully proven that the
long-gun registry has prevented a single crime or saved a single
life.

As the senator for Yukon, the repeal of the long-gun registry is
of particular interest to me. Those of us who live in remote and
northern settings have felt that the long-gun registry is
discriminatory to all northerners, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
alike. We view our long gun as a necessary day-to-day tool, not
unlike the tractor a farmer uses to plow his field. Our Aboriginal
people especially feel that they were treated unfairly by the long-
gun registry, and government was seen once again to be intruding
into their lives.

Establishing by force of criminal law a requirement to submit to
a needlessly bureaucratic process simply does not recognize this
day-to-day reality. As Aboriginal elders have told me, this is a
failed big-city solution forced on our people. Honourable
senators, I hope you will join me in agreeing that this is
patently unacceptable.

I refer again to the architect of the long-gun registry, former
Justice Minister Allan Rock. It has been said that it was his view
when he came to Ottawa that the only people who should have
firearms were the police and the military. This is exactly the

misguided attitude that led to the fiasco of the long-gun registry.
It shows a fundamental misunderstanding, not only of the culture
of firearms owners, but also the understanding of crime and how
one prevents it.

The goal of the long-gun registry was to reduce crime. It failed
because of the simple fact that only law-abiding Canadians would
ever comply. Criminals do not register their guns.

The fact of the matter is, honourable senators, that you do not
reduce crime by harassing law-abiding citizens. Reducing crime is
done through tough but fair sentencing. Reducing crime is done
by developing a correctional system that is actually designed to
correct criminal behaviour. Reducing crime is done by putting
more police officers on the streets. Reducing crime is done
through smart investments in preventing crimes before they
happen.

Honourable senators, you reduce crime by spending taxpayers’
money effectively. You do not reduce crime by spending
taxpayers’ money on a system that does not work.

Over the past months, many have asked, what does Bill C-19
accomplish? Allow me to explain the principles contained in
this bill.

The bill will repeal the requirement to register non-restricted
fircarms. As I have said, these are daily tools that law-abiding
rural Canadians, Aboriginals, farmers and hunters use to practise
traditional, cultural and present-day necessities of life. This is the
reason the registry has been such a contentious issue since its
inception.

The bill also provides for the destruction of existing records
held in the Canadian Firearms Registry. Honourable senators, the
registry and the records are inseparable. They are one and
the same. If you destroy the registry but keep the records, you are
maintaining data that has no reason to be kept. I know that there
has been criticism from some that the records should be
maintained, but it should be noted that those same critics have
also said they will reinstate the long-gun registry at the first
opportunity.

Honourable senators, a commitment was made to the
electorate: The long-gun registry will be scrapped. The personal
information contained in the registry will be eliminated. I want to
assure you that we do not find it acceptable for the creation of a
registry by the back door.

This brings me to another criticism that has been levied against
this legislation that I would like to address. Some have said that
provinces should have access to the information contained in the
registry so they can start a provincial version of this failed
government policy. I disagree. This information was given by
law-abiding Canadians to their national government for the
express purpose of a national government program.

The long-gun registry program, upon passage of this legislation,
will no longer exist and, as I have said, there is no basis for the
federal government to retain citizens’ personal and private
information. It would be inappropriate, in my view, to share
individual Canadians’ private information for any other purpose.
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Honourable senators, one has to ask some fundamental
questions with regard to the legislation before us today. The first
question: Has this system been effective? The answer is a clear no.
Statistics have shown no correlation between the implementation
of the long-gun registry and a decline in the criminal use of
firearms.

The other question we have to ask ourselves: Was it worth the
cost? Two billion dollars is a lot of money. How many police
officers could have been paid? How many crime prevention
programs could have been provided? We will never know because
that money has been wasted.

When we work on preventing crime, particularly gun crime, we
must take a focused approach. That means ensuring that only
qualified, licensed individuals have firearms. It means continuing
to take strong action against illegal imports of firearms. It means
having enough police on the street to protect Canadians. It means
investing in crime prevention and gang prevention programs. It
means enforcing serious sentences to deter individuals from
committing crimes with firearms.

Honourable senators, I have had the opportunity to review the
debates in the Senate when the ill-fated Bill C-68 was tabled in
1995. It is important to note that there was a great deal of concern
about the ramifications of the long-gun registry and its
consequences, which over time proved to be true. In fact, some
members from the government side, including the senator from
Yukon, voted against that bill.

° (1520)

My hope, colleagues, is that when we close this final chapter on
Bill C-19, members on both sides of this chamber will feel free to
vote to end this taxpayers’ nightmare and free our law-abiding
long-gun owners from the criminal sanctions of the present law.

[Translation]

Hon. Claudette Tardif (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Honourable senators, I would like to ensure that the opposition
critic, Senator Hervieux-Payette, is given 45 minutes to speak.

The Hon. the Speaker: Is it agreed, honourable senators?

Hon. Senators: Agreed.
[English]

Hon. Gerry St. Germain: Honourable senators, this is a great
day in my life.

Some Hon. Senators: Hear, hear.

Senator St. Germain: No, it is not my birthday — I have to
straighten out my cowboy boot here — but it is a great day
because I predicted this would happen when Bill C-68 was passed.
That is right. As the honourable senator says, I may even be a
prophet, a saintly prophet. After that great speech by Senator
Lang there is really not much to be said, but I will say a few words
that differ slightly because I was here when Bill C-68 was passed.

[ Senator Lang ]

Honourable senators, I rise today to speak to Bill C-19, an act
to end the long-gun registry. Many current senators were here
when the Chrétien Liberal government enacted the long-gun
registry through Bill C-68. At the time, most Canadians felt that
creating this registry was really not necessary, that it was a
misguided policy decision that would not make our communities
any safer.

It was Tuesday, May 2, 1995, when the Senate decided that it
would allow the government to take another piece of our
individual freedoms to diminish the right of law-abiding
Canadians to their enjoyment of personal property. However,
three Liberal-appointed senators faced their conscience and stood
with their constituents and voted against Bill C-68. Perhaps if
others in this place had joined former Senator Lawson, Senator
Lucier and Senator Sparrow the outcome of this overly intrusive
Bill C-68 would have been different.

Ever since the passage of Bill C-68, Canadians coast to coast
have fought against this law. I toured extensively through the
entire country, talking to people, making certain that wh