Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
Justice and Public Safety
Office of the Minister and Attorney General

New19 dland
Labrador
May 14,2018

Ms. Shalia Anwar
Committee Clerk
Senate of Canada
Room 1019, Chambers Bldg.
Shaila.anwar@sen.par1.gc.ca.
Dear Ms. Anwar:
I am writing in response to your e-mails, dated March 12 and April 23, 2018, inviting me
to appear at public hearings of the Standing Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science and
Technology on Bill C-45. While I must respectfully decline to appear at these public hearings at
this time, I offer the following written response for your consideration.
On November 23, 2017, the Provincial Government announced elements of its approach
to the legalization of cannabis. The legal age to purchase and possess cannabis will be 19 years,
which is consistent with the approach to the purchase and possession of alcohol. The use of
cannabis for recreational purposes shall be restricted to private residences and shall not be used
in public places, in vehicles, or in workplaces. Private retailers will be licenced to sell cannabis.
On December 8, 2017, the Provincial Government announced it had entered into an
agreement with Canopy Growth Corporation on the supply and production of cannabis. The
Provincial Government has secured a supply of up to 8,000 kg of cannabis and cannabis-related
product annually. Canopy has committed to build a production facility in the province, resulting
in the creation of 145 new jobs, to be operational by 2019 and remain in operation for a
minimum of 20 years.
In December 2017, amendments to the Liquor Corporation Act were adopted authorizing
the Newfoundland and Labrador Liquor Corporation (NLC) to: buy, import and sell cannabis;
control the possession, sale and delivery of cannabis; establish, maintain and operate cannabis
stores; issue licences for the possession, sale and delivery of cannabis; determine the forms,
manner and fee associated with licences for cannabis; and set prices of cannabis.
On February 20, 2018, the NLC publically released its Request for Proposals (RFP) for
Licensed Cannabis Retailers. The results were announced on May 7, 2018. The following
website will be updated with details related to the purchase of cannabis as efforts toward
legalization of recreational sales continue: http://www.shopcannabisn1.com.
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Additional decisions are currently under consideration d will be announced publicly in
the near future. Should you have any questions or concerns, e e feel free to contact me.

cc:

Honourable Dwight Ball, Premier
Hon. John Haggie, Minister of Health & Community Services
Hon. Seamus O'Regan, Member of Parliament

