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PURPOSE  
 
Our 35 First Nation coalition, which is represented by the Eagle Spirit Energy 
Corridor Chiefs’ Council, ardently supports the Eagle Spirit Energy Pipeline Corridor 
Project.   
 

The purpose of this submission is to express our collective consternation and 
distress regarding Bill C 48, and to provide some historical context on the matter of 
Bill C 48, including copies of previous submissions to the Federal Government that 
express our grave concerns around Consultation, Rights and Title.  
 

It is our sincere hope that once we conclude our discussions you will have a better 
understanding of our First Nations’ aspirations for a better future and our collective 
resolve to achieve that future. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
First Nations who rejected the Northern Gateway Pipeline for environmental 
reasons are not against pipelines in general. With the environment as a first priority, 
the Eagle Spirit Energy Pipeline Corridor Project presents a new environmental case 
for a pipeline project that is similar to Northern Gateway, but with much greater 
protection for the land and environment. 
 

Reaching from Bruderheim, Alberta to the Grassy Point Port near Prince Rupert BC, 
the Eagle Spirit Energy Corridor will traverse 35 First Nation territories in BC and 
Alberta.  The Chief’s Council supports the pipeline because it will provide 
significant economic and social benefits for historically deprived First Nations.  
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However, Bill C48 puts a moratorium on oil tankers on Canada’s West Coast, and 
places an unnecessary obstacle in the path of the Eagle Spirit Energy Pipeline  

 
 
 

THE PROBLEM 
 
Bill C-48: 
 

1. Unilaterally discards the constitutionally protected Rights and Title to the 
land that cannot be extinguished by simple legislation 

 

2. Doesn’t allow for a Federal and Provincial Environmental Assessment process 
to transpire as means to predict environmental, social, economic and cultural 
impacts as a means to support sustainable development and environmental 
protection 

 

3. Exacerbates the current helplessness in First Nation communities where our 
people suffer exponentially higher rates of unemployment, suicide, 
alcohol/drug addiction and deteriorating infrastructure. Likewise for 
Canadians who live in the region of the proposed corridor and all mover 
Western Canada who are economically displaced and would embrace the 
much desired economic development. 

 

4. Perpetuates the current monopoly America has on our most valuable 
resource by obstructing Canada’s much-needed diversification of markets - 
ultimately undermining Confederation itself. 

 

5. Is based on political rather than economic or environmental concerns, as 
there is no empirical evidence to support an oil tanker ban in the region. 

 
 

THE SOLUTION 
 

1. Bill C-48 to be rejected in its entirety OR 
 

2. A northern boundary to the oil tanker moratorium area be fixed at 54°30’ 
north latitude, pending development of a lane separation scheme for oil 
tankers in Dixon entrance equivalent to that in the Strait of Juan De Fuca. 

  

”Indigenous people in Canada are the poorest people in the nation. With ground-
breaking projects like this, we have an opportunity to holistically balance natural 
resource development against the dire needs of our communities."  
 

- Chief Isaac Laboucan-Avirom, Grand Chief , Treaty 8 First Nations of Alberta 
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APPENDICES 
 
 
 
1. SCOPY OF CHIEF’S COUNCIL LETTER TO SENATORS  
 
 
2. COPY OF NOTICE OF CIVIL CLAIM: LAX KW’ALAAMS BAND V. CANADA 
 
 
3.  COPY OF LETTER TO JUSTIN TRUDEAU FROM CHIEF’S COUNCIL 
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COPY OF CHIEF’S COUNCIL LETTER TO SENATORS 
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COPY OF NOTICE OF CIVIL CLAIM: LAX KW’ALAAMS BAND V. CANADA 
 

 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 8/24 
 

 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 9/24 
 

 
 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 10/24 

 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 11/24 

 
 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 12/24 

 
 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 13/24 

 
 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 14/24 

 
 
 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 15/24 

 
 
 



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 16/24 

 
 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 17/24 

 
 
  



EAGLE SPIRIT ENERGY CHIEFS’ COUNCIL: SUBMISSION TO SENATE APRIL 2019 
 

 18/24 

COPY OF LETTER TO JUSTIN TRUDEAU FROM CHIEF’S COUNCIL 
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