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The following motion was adopted by the Standing Senate Committee on Official Languages on April 19, 
2021. 
 
That the committee note that:  
 

(a) The future of post-secondary institutions serving official language minority communities in whole 
or in part is precarious and that the chronic underfunding of these institutions threatens their 
survival; 
 

(b) The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the financial difficulties of Canadian post-secondary 
institutions, particularly those serving official language minority communities; 

 
(c) Recent cuts to French-language post-secondary programs at Laurentian University are restricting 

access to French-language post-secondary programs in Northern Ontario, to the detriment of the 
Franco-Ontarian minority community, setting a dangerous precedent for the future of public 
institutions, given that Laurentian University is seeking protection under the Companies’ Creditors 
Arrangement Act (CCAA); 

 
(d) A number of other post-secondary institutions serving official language minority communities are 

in a precarious financial situation, including the University of Alberta’s Campus Saint-Jean; 
 

(e) The federal government and the courts recognize the importance of governance by and for official 
language minority communities of institutions that are critical to their survival; and 

 
(f) Post-secondary institutions serving official language minority communities are essential to the 

cultural, social and economic vitality and sustainability of these communities; 
 
That the committee urge the Minister of Economic Development and Official Languages to conduct a 
study on the financial situation of post-secondary institutions serving official language minority 
communities in whole or in part, including the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic may have had on them; 
and 

 
That the committee urge the federal government to work with the provincial and territorial governments 
on concrete steps to create an emergency assistance fund in order to protect post-secondary institutions 
serving official language minority communities in Canada. 
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