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Statement on the Report 5 of the Auditor General of Canada on Correctional Service Canada’s
Preparation of Women Prisoners for Release

With the tabling this morning of the Reports of the Auditor General of Canada to the Parliament
of Canada, Report 5 on the Correctional Service of Canada’s (CSC’s) preparation of women for
release from prison makes clear that women are being failed by the prison system from day one.

The report underscores the fact that, from the first moment a woman steps foot inside a prison,
she is supposed to be assessed and her programming needs determined based on a classification
system designed for men. The result is that too many women, particularly Indigenous women
and those with disabling mental health issues, are needlessly placed in higher security,
unnecessarily causing them to be segregated in higher security settings, delaying access to
programs and services, and consequently prejudicing their chances of release and therefore their
likelihood of success in the community.

The report reveals that CSC has further exacerbated the results of this security screening for 37%
of women, placing twice as many women in higher security than was even recommended by the
already discriminatory tool.

Women’s needs are being treated as risks—particularly when it comes to Indigenous women and
those with disabling mental health issues. This is despite the fact that since 1992, CSC has been
expected to develop agreements to transfer individuals with mental health issues to provincial
or territorial hospitals to receive the treatment they require. In addition, CSC has also neglected
to take meaningful action to implement the provisions of the Corrections and Conditional Release
Act aimed at reducing the number of Indigenous prisoners.



As the Auditor General’s report highlights, the result is that women with serious mental health
issues and Indigenous women are instead being segregated and isolated. Isolation has been
found by the UN to constitute torture. Women with mental health issues do not belong in prisons
and must be transferred to hospitals and other provincial treatment centres to receive the care
they need.

This report further underscores the need to ensure that women are moved out of prisons and
into communities, to hospitals and treatment centres, to receive the support they need to begin
rebuilding their lives. “The findings of the Auditor General’s report are a stark reminder that
independent judicial oversight of CSC is required to ensure that its decision-making does not
continue to fail all women, but particularly Indigenous women and women with mental health
issues, who are being consistently and needlessly overclassified and discriminated against,” said
Senator Kim Pate.
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