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Corrections Cover Up: Why Won’t They Show Us the Money? 
Report from the Office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer 

 
March 22, 2018 (Ottawa) - “Correctional Services Canada (CSC) has failed, yet again, to provide specific details with 
respect to the costs of keeping women in maximum security and segregation units, not to mention the costs 
involved in transferring prisoners, using pepper spray, restraints and other forms of force, as well as the costs 
involved in isolating women for ‘mental health’ watches,” says Kim Pate. “Without all of this information, we are 
effectively denied a clear picture of the true costs of imprisonment.”  
 
At the request of Senator Kim Pate, the Parliamentary Budget Officer (PBO) compiled a report on the costs of 
keeping an individual in prison. The PBO notes that keeping a woman in a medium security unit in a federal prison 
for women costs $172,717 a year. This is a fraction of the cost of keeping a woman in the segregated maximum 
security units – the classification that is imposed on many women prisoners at the outset of their sentence. The 
Parliamentary Budget Officer found that CSC spends somewhere between $486,558 and $533,765 or more 
segregating women in the maximum security pods referred to as the structured living environments.  
 
By comparison, the cost of having a women serve her sentence in the community is $18,058 per year. “The 
difference is outrageous, particularly when we know that most women classified as maximum security prisoners 
are racialized, particularly Indigenous women, and those with mental health issues,” continued Senator Pate. 
“Most of these women don’t pose a risk to public safety and they will return to the community.”  
 
Current legislation allows Corrections to provide mental health care and community-based options, but they have 
made the policy decisions to invest in incarceration. Although we still don’t have exact figures, this most recent 
PBO report reveals that CSC is spending a lot of money that could be redirected to communities to develop and 
support education, improved health care, mental health care, and guaranteed livable income programs. Such 
investments would assist not just those who are imprisoned, but all individuals in their respective communities by 
providing supports and services that reduce poverty and inequality.  
 
Senator Pate thanks Mr. Jean-Denis Fréchette, the Parliamentary Budget Officer, and his team for their diligent 
attempts to obtain the requested information in the face of CSC’s resistance.  
 
 
Contact:  
Emily Grant    Evan Cathcart 
Emily.Grant@sen.parl.gc.ca   Evan2.Cathcart@sen.parl.gc.ca  
Tel: 613-995-9220   Tel: 613-995-9220 


