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Statistics Canada Numbers Necessitate Immediate Action to Decarcerate Indigenous
Peoples

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA, JUNE 26, 2018 — Despite Canada’s commitment to implementing the Calls to Action of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, particularly Call to Action 30, very little—if any —action has
been taken to reduce the number of Indigenous Peoples in prisons. Worse still, new data from Statistics
Canada emphasizes that although incarceration rates overall have fallen, Canada is jailing Indigenous
Peoples, and particularly Indigenous youth, in increasing numbers.

More than 26 per cent of all adult prisoners, and more than 39 per cent of women in prisons, are Indigenous.
Approximately half of all youth sent to prison last year were Indigenous. For Indigenous girls, this rate has
now reached 60 per cent.

These latest numbers reveal that the majority of people imprisoned are awaiting trial, meaning that they
have not been convicted or sentenced to prison by a court.

“The overrepresentation of Indigenous youth, men and women in prison today is the product and legacy of
racist and colonial policies, including those that wrenched Indigenous Peoples from their lands, and children
from their families, communities and culture,” said Senator Kim Pate. “We can and we must end this
deplorable reality,” continued Pate, who recently introduced a bill seeking to address the role that
mandatory minimum sentencing has played in the overrepresentation of Indigenous Peoples in prison.

“There is much we can do to end this cycle of marginalization, victimization, criminalization and
institutionalization. We must make progressive and ameliorative policy changes and the time to do so is
now!” concluded Pate.
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