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News Release: Solitary Confinement and Segregation Operate without Oversight

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA, TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2020—Today, Dr. Anthony Doob, the chair of the panel of experts appointed
by the Minister of Public Safety to monitor the replacement of segregation and solitary confinement with
structured intervention units (SIUs), announced the shocking news that their attempts to oversee and correct
corrections have failed.

“The SIU-[Independent Advisory Panel] no longer exists,” said Dr. Anthony Doob on behalf of the panel. “Very
simply, this panel has not been allowed to do its work for reasons outlined in our report and confirmed by the
acting commissioner.”

In addition to echoing serious concerns that the panel was prevented from fulfilling its mandate, Senator Kim
Pate today renewed calls for judicial oversight of federal prisons.

During its 2019 study of Bill C-83, which introduced “structured intervention units”, ostensibly as replacements
for segregation, the Senate of Canada amended the legislation to include judicial oversight of decisions to
isolate prisoners, as well as recommendations for expediting the release of Black and Indigenous prisoners,
and those with mental health issues. In doing so, they drew on long-standing recommendations, including
those of former Supreme Court Justice Louise Arbour.

“As we have now witnessed a thousandfold during the pandemic, there is a crucial need for oversight of
corrections and access to remedies when correctional authorities break the law and violate human rights. The
government rejected the Senate amendments and argued that the appointment of the SIU IAP would provide
external oversight of corrections,” noted Senator Pate. “There can no longer be any doubt of the urgent need
for judicial oversight. Corrections has made the case in a most transparent and obvious manner. The
government must take immediate action to prevent the perpetuation of conditions of confinement that are
not merely harmful, but have too often been fatal.”
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