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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2020—The report released by Parliamentary Budget Office
(PBO) this morning reveals that Bill S-208 could outperform Canada’s current criminal record
system. By implementing a simpler and more accessible, no-fee, no-application process, this bill
would provide criminal record relief for Canadians who have been held accountable and

have long since served their time.

Criminal records discriminate against those who are poor, those who are racialized and those
with past histories of trauma and resulting mental health and addictions issues. They interfere
with efforts to find employment, education and housing. They create barriers to successful
integration and can undermine, rather than enhance, public safety. The process for suspending
criminal records is punishingly expensive and unnecessarily complex.

Even without accounting for the long-term costs savings of a more efficient automated record
expiry system as well as expedited access to employment, housing and supports, the PBO
assessed the cost of Bill 5-208 as a relatively limited and manageable investment of S5 million
per year.

As noted by Public Safety Canada, every dollar the government invests in Canada’s pardon
system generates at least two dollars in return, if only via tax revenue paid by people who, free
from the burden and stigma of a criminal record, are able to find employment and support their
families.

“Criminal records hinder rather than enhance public safety,” advised Kim Pate. "When Canadians
can move on from crime and contribute to their communities, all of us benefit from safer, more
cohesive and more resilient communities. Bill S-208 offers a means to ensure that no one is
barred from accessing criminal records relief to which they are entitled—and that no oneis


https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/en/blog/legislative-costing-notes--notes-evaluation-cout-mesure-legislative/LEG-2021-039-M--S-208-expiry-criminal-records-without-application-or-fee--S-208-expiration-casiers-judiciaires-sans-demande-ni-frais-demande
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10873562
https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/SECU/meeting-143/evidence

unjustly punished with the continuing stigma of a criminal record—simply because they lack
legal or financial resources."
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