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News Release 
 

The Parliamentary Budget Officer Reveals Mandatory Life Sentences  
Cost Canadians a Lot & Achieve Too Little  

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  
OTTAWA, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2020—A report of the Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) 
released today reveals that Bill S-207, introduced by Senator Kim Pate, is not only a more just 
alternative to the current punitive system of mandatory minimum penalties, it could help 
achieve better public safety outcomes, in a more cost-effective manner. 
  
Bill S-207 would allow judges to exercise discretion to not apply mandatory minimum penalties 
where that would result in injustice. As the Parliamentary Black Caucus, Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission and National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls have 
stressed, mandatory minimums contribute to systemic racism. They also raise constitutional 
concerns and undermine public safety. 
  
The PBO found that those most likely to have been acting in the context of their experiences of 
systemic racism and inequality, especially the very young, those with disabling mental health and 
intellectual issues, and women who have experienced past trauma and were reacting to abuse 
are the types of accused for whom judges might be inclined to consider alternatives to the 
harshest mandatory minimum in Canadian law—mandatory life sentences.  
  
According to the PBO, not imposing life sentences that would result in an injustice would also 
save Canada approximately $8 million per year. These amounts could be invested in supports for 
marginalized communities in ways that can help prevent victimization and criminalization.  
  
“Over fifty years of evidence, including findings of the Supreme Court of Canada, make clear that 
mandatory minimum penalties do not deter crime,” said Senator Pate. “Mandatory sentences 
fail to respond to the individual and community circumstances in which crime exists and create 
more harm. In both human and fiscal terms, they are one of the most costly and least effective 
ways of trying to make our communities safer. Let us work together toward more fair and just 

https://www.pbo-dpb.gc.ca/en/blog/news/RP-2021-031-M--discretionary-mandatory-minimum-penalties-murder--pouvoir-discretionnaire-egard-peines-minimales-obligatoires-dans-cas-meurtre
https://www.parl.ca/LegisInfo/BillDetails.aspx?Language=E&billId=10873552
https://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/15272/index.do
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options for individuals and communities most harmed by crime and the current criminal legal 
system.” 

  
Senator Kim Pate spoke this week in the Senate to Bill S-207:  
https://sencanada.ca/en/senators/pate-kim/interventions/545733/33#hid  
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For more information: 
Emily Grant or Evan Cathcart                                                  
Office of Senator Kim Pate                                     
emily.grant@sen.parl.gc.ca; evan2.cathcart@sen.parl.gc.ca                                 
613-995-9220                                                             
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