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Exorbitant Costs of Segregating Prisoners Signals Dire Need to Correct Corrections

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2021 —As parliament returns with promises of
reconciliation, the numbers of Indigenous and racialized prisoners — especially women — continue to
climb. This reality combined with the latest report of the Parliamentary Budget Officer underscores
the urgent need for correctional oversight.

In 2019, Bill C-83 became law. Characterized as ending the use of solitary confinement, it replaced
the use of segregation of prisoners with structured intervention units (SIUs). The Senate made
amendments to the Bill which would have provided more effective oversight of corrections and
increased options for safe community integration of prisoners. When the government rejected those
amendments, many senators committed to exercising their right of access to prisons to monitor
conditions of confinement in the wake of the implementation of Bill C-83.

Senators Josée Forest-Niesing and Kim Pate were coordinating the visits of senators to prisons in
addition to working on legislation aimed at decreasing the numbers of Indigenous and Black
prisoners, as well as those with disabling mental health issues, and ensuring correctional
accountability and oversight. Committing to monitor the implementation of Bill C-83 and introducing
new legislative provisions to help remedy the wrongs experienced by prisoners is just one
component of Senator Forest-Niesing’s incredible legacy in the Senate. Senator Pate remains
committed to continue their work to upholding the Charter and human rights protections of
prisoners. The following statement was co-authored by both senators prior to the tragic passing of
Senator Forest-Niesing:

Last year, the Parliamentary Budget Officer estimated that the cost of implementing these new forms
of isolation would be between 51.5 and 51.8 million per prison, for a total operation cost of S58
million per year.

Today, based on data from the Correctional Service of Canada, their updated report now projects the
cost at S2.8 million per prison per year and projects a near doubling of the overall costs. Moreover,
discussions with the Parliamentary Budget Office reveal an on-going lack of transparency or openness
on the part of the Correctional Service Canada. Despite repeated requests, we still do not have
accurate information as to how much we are paying per prisoner per day of SIU placement. In



addition, estimates still do not include the costs associated with the new paid ministerial oversight
body nor the additional forms of isolation Corrections has created since the passage of Bill C-83. This
is unconscionable.

Canada vowed to eliminate the use of segregation. This is a far cry from that goal. Instead of
squandering tens of millions of dollars on isolating people in conditions recognized as amounting to
torture and which leave people permanently and irreparably harmed, we should be heeding the
findings of the PBO and instead investing in community-based social, economic and health supports
that facilitate broader efforts to decolonize, decriminalize and decarcerate. Imagine how much clean
water, food, housing, health care, education and economic supports could be provided if that money
was invested in the community to benefit those who are victimized, as well as those who are
criminalized, and their communities.

At the very least, we should immediately insist that instead of pouring more tax dollars into SIUs, CSC
implement the following alternatives previously costed by the PBO:

e pilot a working group on alternatives to segregation for women that is not expected to have a
significant financial cost;

e transfer prisoners with disabling mental health issues to psychiatric hospitals costs at
significantly less cost per person than SIUs or “medical observation/isolation”;

e transfer Indigenous prisoners to communities for a minute fraction of the cost currently spent
to overclassify and isolate them;

e implement the BreakAway gang-disaffiliation program on a national basis which could
obviate CSC’s perceived rationale for isolating many men.

The government rejected Senate amendments aimed at the elimination of segregation, judicial
oversight of corrections and investment in community-based supports and services to reduce the
mass incarceration of Indigenous and racialized people, as well as to address the marginalization,
victimization, criminalization and institutionalization of too many Canadians.

With its new mandate, the government has an ideal opportunity to correct this misstep and spend
taxpayer dollars more effectively. Stay tuned for our plan to assist them!
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