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Statement

Bill C-5 Will Not Address Canada’s Mandatory Minimum Penalty Mess
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OTTAWA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021— Senators are concerned that the legislation
reintroduced today by the government misses a vital opportunity to meaningfully address
systemic racism and injustice occasioned by the perpetuation of mandatory minimum penalties.

Bill C-5 repeats the substance of last parliament’s Bill C-22. It repeals or partially repeals 20
mandatory minimum penalties. This number represents less than 1 in 5 of the 72 mandatory
minimums that are currently part of Canadian law and less than half of mandatory minimum
penalties struck down by courts as unconstitutional.

For nearly a year, the government has asserted that the selected mandatory minimum penalties
disproportionately affect Black and Indigenous Peoples but have offered no evidence to suggest
they will meaningfully redress overrepresentation of racialized people in federal prisons, much
less their criminalization and mass incarceration.

By contrast to Bill C-5’s selective approach, the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, the Calls for Justice of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls (MMIWG Inquiry), the 2020 Statement of the Parliamentary Black Caucus have
emphasized that all mandatory minimum penalties entrench and exacerbate systemic biases,
particularly when it comes to racism and sexism.

Bill C-5 leaves in place the harshest mandatory minimum penalties and their brutal effects for
Indigenous women in particular. AlImost half of the women sentenced to mandatory life
sentences are Indigenous, and most of them acted in the context of lifetimes of abuse and
trauma.

These women are not the greatest risk to public safety in Canada, yet Bill C-5 means they will
continue to serve Canada’s harshest penalties. All Canadians deserve a more fair and just
criminal legal system. We regret that the government did not ensure judges have the ability to
use their discretion with respect to all mandatory minimum penalties. We will work to improve
this Bill.


http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
http://trc.ca/assets/pdf/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Calls_for_Justice.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0yVRw8LNQX4nLInOcRKB7qQd1wCYMybSO6LpRpy18M_4Lp3NswEl2WEMg
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Calls_for_Justice.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0yVRw8LNQX4nLInOcRKB7qQd1wCYMybSO6LpRpy18M_4Lp3NswEl2WEMg
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6949654-BPC-Statement-Bilingual.html
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/pblctns/ccrso-2019/index-en.aspx
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/lbrr/archives/ke%208839%20r3%201997-eng.pdf
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/lbrr/archives/ke%208839%20r3%201997-eng.pdf
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