[image: ]
	Communications, Broadcasting and Publications Directorate
Direction des communications, de la télédiffusion et des publications


	


	[image: ]
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Application deadline: July 31, 2026
The Senate Committee on Indigenous Peoples is inviting First Nations, Métis and Inuit leaders aged 18 to 35 to apply for Voices of Youth Indigenous Leaders 2026. 
Are you a young Indigenous leader who inspires and motivates others through your work, art, academic achievements or actions? Do you have ideas on how to reduce barriers for Indigenous youth or encourage youth leadership in First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities? The committee wants to hear from you on these themes or any other matters of importance to you and your peers!
[bookmark: _Hlk225502458]The committee will accept submissions until Friday, July 31, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. PT. Selected youth will be invited to travel to Ottawa to testify before the committee and take part in additional program events from Tuesday, October 27, to Thursday, October 29, 2026. Travel expenses will be covered by the committee.
The selected youth will receive invitations in September, along with more details about travel and the event. Submissions and testimony will be used to inform the committee’s work. 
[bookmark: _Hlk164151913]To apply, you can either:
· Submit a short text (500 words), formally known as a “brief,” that will inform the committee’s work; or
· [bookmark: _Hlk164152105][bookmark: _Hlk164152306]Submit creative writing (artwork, poetry, song lyrics, short story, etc.) accompanied by a short statement (max. 500 words) describing your piece, its themes, your goals and/or your vision. 



Please ensure that you send your application to the committee by July 31, 2026. You can send it by mail to:
Voices of Youth Indigenous Leaders 2026
c/o Communications Directorate
Senate of Canada
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A4
If you mail in your application in a standard envelope using Canada Post, you do not need to use a stamp. Letter mail can be sent to the Senate of Canada postage-free.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us:
· Email: Chelsea.DeFazio@sen.parl.gc.ca  
· Telephone: 343-576-1481

An online version of this form is available at sencanda.ca/voices. 

Asterisk (*) indicates that the field is required. 
Ce formulaire est disponible en français.

About you
	First name*:

	Last name*:

	Preferred pronouns:

	Date of birth (YYYY/MM/DD) *: 

	City, town, village, community or traditional territory where you live*:


	Province or territory where you live*:

	Email address:

	Phone number*:

	Mailing address*:



	Primary identification*:
□ First Nations   □Inuit (Inuvialuit, Nunavut, Nunavik, Nunatsiavut)   □Métis

	Organization(s) you work for or are associated with: 
(e.g., Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami National Inuit Youth Council; Métis Nation of Ontario; Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation, Indigenous Nation)








Reference
To support your application, please provide the contact information for an academic, work or community-based reference. The committee may contact this person to confirm your association with them.
	Name*:


	Association/organization/school and position*:


	Phone number and/or email address*:




Consent for publication and availability*
	Please check this box if you agree to have your submission appear publicly on the committee’s website. (Your name, primary identification, location and submission may be posted on the committee’s website.)

	□ I agree

	Please check this box to grant permission for the committee to use your submission (including artwork, poetry, song lyrics, short story, etc.) in the event report and in promotional materials related to Voices of Youth Indigenous Leaders. This may include publication on the committee’s website and social media channels. (Your name, region and submission may be shared publicly.)
	□ I agree

	[bookmark: _Hlk126587647]I am available to attend committee meetings and events in Ottawa, Ontario, from Tuesday, October 27, to Thursday, October 29, 2026. Travel expenses will be reimbursed by the committee. 
	□ I am available





Submission*
The committee will accept submissions in Indigenous languages, English or French. 
If submitting in a language other than English or French, pleased indicate the language and dialect of submission to ensure submissions are properly translated:_____________________________________

	[bookmark: _Hlk166489677]Briefly outline your leadership experience, your vision on how to foster youth leadership in Indigenous communities and/or your ideas on how to reduce barriers faced by Indigenous youth (500 words).*


































If required, you can attach additional pages.





Description of creative writing
	If you are submitting creative writing (artwork, poetry, song lyrics, short story, etc.) please describe your piece, its themes and how it conveys your goals and/or your vision (500 words).*


































If required, you can attach additional pages.



Please ensure that you send your application to the committee by July 31, 2026. You can send it by fax or by mail to the coordinates on the front page of this application form.
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